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Guide

Before a Tornado

Have medical supplies on hand.

Purchase a portable AM/FM radio and spare batteries to ensure you’ll have a way to follow weather updates if the power goes out.

Look for the following danger signs: dark, often greenish sky, large hail, low-lying clouds (particularly if rotating), loud roar, similar to a 
freight train.

Vault your data off-site and test your disaster recovery systems regularly.

Plan how you’ll reroute phone calls. Consider the possibility that you might not have cellular service in the event of a  
widespread blackout.

Test your business continuity and disaster recovery (BCDR) plan and gather employee feedback. 

Unlike other natural disasters that typically 
occur in a specific geographic region, tornadoes 
have been documented in every state.

Tornado Preparedness Checklist

An estimated 1,000 
tornadoes occur in 
the U.S. each year. 

Here are some tips that will help your business prepare for a tornado:
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We are the leading provider of business continuity and disaster recovery solutions. After 
a business interruption, we deliver the resources that make recovery and resilience 
simple. Our customers have guaranteed access to temporary power, furnished mobile 
office space, communications equipment, and technology, as well as planning and 
testing resources.

In the wake of the unexpected, we make resilience simple by providing the expertise 
and resources your organization needs to recover quickly. Whether you’re a seasoned 
continuity professional or creating your company’s emergency plan for the first time,  
we’re ready to support you and your team.

Before the Wildfire : Your People

Train your employees in general fire safety, especially for tasks with a high fire risk such as welding and cutting, fueling vehicles, working 

with flammable liquids, etc. 

Teach employees about the importance of good housekeeping and grounds maintenance in preventing and controlling fires. 

Have an adequate number of fire extinguishers and maintain them properly. 

Train key employees in when and how to use fire extinguishers. 

Consider when and how to evacuate employees if a wildfire threatens. 

Establish an evacuation plan and keep it up-to-date. 

Hold evacuation drills regularly so all employees will know who is in charge and so that they become familiar with evacuation routes 

and routines.

Make sure all employees can get out of the building, find shelter, and communicate with responsible personnel.

Plan primary and secondary exits from your buildings. Consider how employees will escape if doors or windows are blocked by an 

exterior fire.

Plan two evacuation routes out of your neighbourhood. Consider how employees will evacuate on foot if roads are closed or impossible 

to use, such as if they are blocked by emergency personnel.

Remember that ponds, lakes, rivers, and landscaping or swimming pools can serve as safety zones.

Keep appropriate emergency supplies on hand, including flashlights, battery-powered portable radio, extra batteries, first-aid kit, 

manual can opener, non-perishable foods, and bottled water. If designated employees will be working to protect the property, have 

appropriate clothing available, such as work boots and gloves, personal protective equipment, and sturdy work clothes.

If you are located in a wildfire area, consider advising employees to keep personal disaster supplies and copies of important documents 

at work in case they need to evacuate immediately.
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After a Tornado

Account for all employees.

Address staff injuries. For those severely injured, call 911.

When safe, inspect both the exterior and interior of the building for damage.

Avoid downed power lines.

Communicate with employees, customers and vendors to let them know the status of your business.

Refer to your BCDR plan to determine next steps for continuing your business operations.

Review your plan to determine what worked and what areas needed improvement.

During a Tornado

Follow the instructions given by local emergency management officials. 

Know the difference between a tornado watch and a tornado warning.

If you’re inside, stay away from the windows and seek cover in a basement. If you don’t have a basement in your office, go to the lowest 
floor of the building and seek shelter in a small center room (such as a bathroom or closet), under a stairwell or in an interior hallway 
with no windows.

If you’re caught in the middle of a tornado while in your car, stay put.

Keep your employees informed by sending out an alert through an emergency notification and incident management system


