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New CSS providers prove information is power for CUs
MADISON, Wis. (7/12/10) — Facts. Intelligence. Advice. All are necessary for a credit union to operate successfully, and three new alliance providers for CUNA Strategic Services (CSS) will offer them all.
“Credit unions need excellent information to perform well in every facet of their business,” said Wes Millar, CSS senior vice president.

“These three new alliances can provide quality data about members, the rate-market environment and third-party vendor relationships. The knowledge base of ID Analytics, Informa Research Services and Abound Resources will build a solid foundation for credit union decision-making.”
CUNA Strategic Services announced the new alliance relationships at The 1 Conference in Las Vegas this week.
The three new alliance providers are:

· ID Analytics, San Diego, Calif. ID Analytics delivers world-class fraud detection solutions backed by the largest repository of reported frauds. ID Network® Membership includes a consumer fraud alerting feature and affordable access to the same technology used by leading banks, retailers, card issuers, and telecommunication providers.
· Informa Research Services Inc., Calabasas, Calif. Established in 1983, Informa provides competitive intelligence services to more than 6,500 financial institutions nationwide. Informa’s daily comparisons of credit union vs. bank market rates at the national, state and local levels allow credit unions to efficiently, correctly and quickly price their products, ensuring the best interest rates to their members.
· Abound Resources, Austin, Texas. Abound provides comprehensive third-party management solutions that help credit unions improve vendor performance, reduce vendor costs and manage vendor risks. Its newest risk management solution helps credit unions comply with National Credit Union Administration third-party relationship regulations while saving time and focusing efforts on the most critical risks. “This alliance adds another tier to CUNA Strategic Services’ vendor management services—building on the success of VendorTrack,” Millar added.

CAPTION: CUNA Strategic Services added three new alliance providers at The 1 Credit Union Conference in Las Vegas. From left, Brian Richards, Informa Research Services Inc.; Brigette Engel, ID Analytics; Wes Millar, CUNA Strategic Services; and Brad Smith, Abound Resources.

About CUNA Strategic Services

CUNA Strategic Services Inc., owned jointly by Credit Union National Association (CUNA) and the state leagues, saved credit unions $40 million in 2009 through its national pricing programs. It provides credit unions with access to high quality products, services, and technologies delivered with a competitive advantage made possible through volume pricing and strategic program development. For more information, call (800) 356-8010 and press 3, or visit cunastrategicservices.com.
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